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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-142
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: March 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F; PHS
Date of Analysis: March 11, 2011 
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $4,976 in 2010 Paul Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grant Funds award to the District Four Medical Examiner’s Office by the National Institute of Justice to fund the purchase of a Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinet, as initiated by B.T. 11-055; provides for City oversight by the Medical Examiner’s Office.

Background:  The Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinet will protect evidence from airborne pathogens and cross-contamination while eliminating personal exposure to putrid odors of decomposition and harmful bacteria and viruses.  If wet evidence is not properly dried, it will mold, destroying any DNA.  The drying cabinet will ensure the integrity of wet evidence as it dries.  The Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program (the Coverdell program) awards grants to states and units of local government to help improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services. Paul Coverdell was United States Senator from the State of Georgia serving from 1993 to 2000 (dying in 2000 as a result of a cerebral hemorrhage).  He had previously served as Director of the Peace Corps from 1989 to 1991.
Policy Impact: Medical Examiner’s Office
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $4,976 in a federal grant, with no local match required.
Analyst: Jackson
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